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theory, the child of God, and part of the child's
nature is an innate love for his father, and an
innate longing to please him, though these very
often may not rightly understand themselves.
The theist goes on to say that, unless they do
understand themselves, they will not indeed lie
dormant, still less be extinguished ; but that
their action will be uncertain and wayward, and
will never give their possessor either true peace
or guidance. Thus what they are always
craving for, always goading him to seek for
them, is a logical account of what they really
mean and aim at. And what the theist main-
tains is, that his system can alone give them
this ; not that it is alone in, to some degree,
touching them ; still less, that it is alone in
finding them at hand to be touched.1

Let us now see what the theistic system is ;
remembering, as we do so, that the propositions

1 Miss Bevington and others completely misrepresent the
matter, when they speak of the theist as maintaining that
religion, or belief in God, has created conscience or virtue.
What the theist maintains is that God, not the belief in God,
has created them; and that the belief in God has developed
them. When the relations between religion and virtue are
spoken of, the others fail to distinguish the simple and obvious
difference between the logical connection and the historical;
and to see that though historically virtue may be prior to religion,
religion logically is prior to virtue.